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Upcoming  Events

A Christmas Carol
December  21

10:15am  & 12  noon
Publick  Playhouse
5445  Landover  Rd.

Cheverly,  MD 20784

Winter  Evenings at  Riversdale
December  27 -28

7-9pm
Riversdale  House Museum

4811  Riverdale  Rd.
Riverdale,  MD 20737

Kwanzaa Celebration
December  28

8:00pm
Publick  Playhouse
5445  Landover  Rd.

Cheverly,  MD 20784

Because we are a people who count, we tend to
measure time in 12-month increments.  As 2007 draws
to an end, the Engaged University is taking stock of
this year's accomplishments.  A good frame for our
work this year are the concepts of Connection,
Discovery, Exploration, Engagement, Possibility and
Transformation.  

These ideas form the foundation of our work to
connect the College Park campus to inner-Beltway
communities in Prince George's County.  

Connections:  We are a hybrid entity sponsored by
University Trustee Jane Brown, Vice President of
University Relations Brodie Remington, and the
Provost Nariman Farvardin.  We reside in the College
of Agriculture and Natural Resources, under the able
guidance of Dean Wei and Associate Dean Nick Place,
Associate Director of University of Maryland
Cooperative Extension. Key campus partners this year
include the leadership and staff of the Food Stamp
Nutrition Education program, the Office of Community
Service Learning, the Office of Off- Campus
Involvement, the Department of Facilities
Management, the Schools of Architecture and Public
Health, the Office of Multicultural Involvement &
Community Advocacy (MICA), The Public Leadership
Program of College Park Scholars, and many student
groups such as Community Roots and Terpoets.  Our
web of community connections include Prince
George's Public School principals and teachers, such as
Sandy Jimenez, Wendell Coleman, Eric Woods and
Richard Jackson; Brother Victorious and a host of
talented committed teachers at William Wirt Middle
School (WWMS); Senator Paul Pinsky and Delegate
Justin Ross, Councilmen Will Campos, Eric Olson and
David Harrington; and the many people and programs
of the Maryland Multicultural Youth Centers (MMYC).
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Annual  Kwanzaa Celebration
December  29

7pm
Rollingcrest -Chillum  Community  Center

6120  Sargent Rd.
Chillum,  MD 20782

Greenbelt  New Year
December  31

8pm-1am
Greenbelt  Community  Center

15  Crescent  Rd.
Greenbelt,  MD 20770

EU's Jodi  Balis on Good Morning
America

The Engaged University's own Jodi Balis,
Food Stamp Nutrition Education Project

Leader and Nutrition Educator, appeared
on ABC's Good Morning America on

November 20 as part of a piece on the
rising cost of Thanksgiving dinner.  Click
here to view the video clip online.  As our

dean, Dean Cheng-I Wei said, "A star was
born."

Winter  Break

The University of Maryland, College Park
will be observing Winter Break from

December 22, 2007 through January 1,
2008.  The Engaged University will be

closed during this time.

Discovery:  Through its programs, the Engaged
University attempts to create a living classroom in the
community. This year we discovered talent and
knowledge in many places on and off campus. We are
continually learning from our partners and
collaborators. For example, this year we identified an
abundance of campus resources relating to bicycles:
Maryland 4-H's bike safety and mechanics curriculum,
the bike shop at the campus recreation center and
the many abandoned bikes on campus collected by
University police. The EU hired Adam Schwartz, a very
talented and enterprising student, who wove all these
elements together to create and design a bike riding,
repair and recycling program. In partnership with an
equally talented and enterprising student from
Parkdale High School, Wally Fernandez, and program
support from the MMYC, they launched the
Renaissance Community Bike Shop in less than one
year. 

Exploration:  One of our greatest explorations this
year was a mural making venture linking a skilled DC
artist and five University student artists with an after-
school art club and art teacher at WWMS. Together
they produced a spectacular mural that now hangs at
the entrance to the school. All of the students came
to campus to share a 2-hour presentation on the
project with members of the University and local
community. A second mural was created by a class in
this year's summer enrichment program, the Free
Minds Collective.  
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Engagement:  Once we discover and connect with
potential allies and explore our common ground, we
find opportunities for engagement.  One of the most
exciting examples of engagement this year was the
formation of the first ever Prince George's County
Alternative Spring Break.  For one week in April, ten
dedicated University students chose to spend their
vacation breaking ground for the Master Peace
Community Garden, a project of the Engaged
University at the Center for Educational Partnership in
Riverdale. Engaging a handful of interested science
students from nearby William Wirt, the University and
youth volunteers worked with EU staff to lay the
foundation for a garden in one very productive week. 

Possibility:  Turning ideas into action is the Engaged
University's MO.  Persistence in the face of adversity is
our methodology. And it pays off! This year, the
Engaged University collaborated with the Prince
George's County Public Schools, William Wirt Middle
School and Maryland Multicultural Youth Centers. The
program involved many talented middle school, high
school, and University students, local artists and
youth workers to conceive, design and conduct the
Free Minds Collective (FMC).  For one month, the EU
worked with almost 100 middle school students, five
days a week for four hours a day. 



Transformation:  For the first five formative years,
the Engaged University resided in the Tawes Fine Arts
Building on campus.  In late April we were notified
that the building was going to be renovated and that
all tenants would be evicted.  Our new office location
had not yet been determined.  AGNR generously
agreed to surrender one of its storage rooms in the
new Center for Educational Partnership, which
formerly housed MCE's considerable printing
operations.  We were tasked with the project of
designing and renovating our space.  The task seemed
daunting-too little time, so much to move into a
limited space. Yet, through the labor and vision of so
many staff and colleagues, the resulting
transformation truly embodies the process of making
Connections, being open to Discovery and Exploration,
fostering Engagement, and staying awake to
Possibility.

It has been an exciting year.  We invite you to join us
as we celebrate the year's passing and look forward to
the challenges and opportunities that 2008 will bring. 

Campus Profile  - Dan Balon
Director of the Office of Multicultural Involvement
and Community Advocacy (MICA)
Interview by: Sonia Keiner Flynn, Community Education
Coordinator

                                            
Talk  to  me about  what  you 
and your  staff  are working
on here.  

We in the trade of higher
education study reports and
develop interventions that
employ the best methods to
respond to and connect with
students.  We want to help
make college a valuable
experience where they can
develop leadership skills and
feel empowered to actually
do something in community.
By the year 2020 this will be the first majority-
minority state on the east coast.  Are we ready as a
university to prepare students for this new



demographic? This is the time to step up our work. 
My position and the office have been elevated in
order to better meet the needs of historically
marginalized students and communities.  We have
dedicated staff and specific charges to advocate and
make sure students are validated through their
identities. Through our summits, retreats, and
advising, hopefully we're creating that space for
students to explore identity.  

Talk  to  me about  your  diversity  initiatives  and
identity -based leadership  development
opportunities  for  students.

Students have a number of resources on campus. 
There's a critical mass of diversity so it's very visible
on campus, but we all know diversity isn't about
statistics.  It's about interactions, it's about valued
experience, it's about integration, and it's about
understanding embedded systems that perpetuate
problems that we all know students experience. 
Whether it's being valued in the classroom, supported
in leadership development, or encouraged to initiate
and create programs, our staff is focused in that
unified direction.  We think a lot about how policies
or leadership opportunities can be made to work so a
broader spectrum of students can feel like they're
part of something bigger. Our staff also teaches
leadership courses within a framework of identity
exploration, organizes a social justice retreat, advises
students, and responds to emerging needs and issues
on campus.

What  are your  plans for  the  future ?

We need to connect more with offices like the
Engaged University, academic departments and
offices that work on campus but also work in the local
community. Recently some of our staff joined other
student affairs staff to work at the Master Peace
Community Garden at the Center for Educational
Partnership.  It was a powerful community-building
service experience. How do we replicate that and
bring it back to campus through the classes we teach,
programs we put on, and advising we provide to the
student organizations?

Note:   Enroll in identity-based leadership courses this



spring!  Offerings include courses on Asian-Pacific
American Leadership, Black Leadership, Latino/a
Leadership, Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender
Leadership, American Indian Leadership, Jewish
Leadership, and Women's Leadership.

Community  Profile - Ulrick  Jean
Guidance Counselor, William Wirt Middle School
Interview by: Genevieve Villamora, Assistant Director

Tell  me a little  bit  about  yourself.  
                                                                        
I'm a native of Haiti,
and I immigrated to
the U.S. about 28 years
ago. I work hard to
take care of my family
- my son, daughter and
my wife.  I love my
family.  Raising kids is
never easy for anyone,
but I'm lucky that they
are healthy kids, good
kids. 

As you know many
immigrants face a
duality - they have family here [in the U.S.] and
family at home.  I've been going through the same
process.  We come from the Caribbean, and most of
us are part of extended families.  I have relatives
living in New York, Florida, and Maryland.  It's always
a good to get together, to celebrate and talk about
home.  It reminds you where you come from and
where you want to go.  It allows you to pass on the
life lessons you've learned to your kids, so they can go
further than you.  

What  brought  you to  the  field  of  education ?

Before I immigrated to the U.S. I was a social studies
teacher in a private school. Then when I worked at a
museum [in Port-au-Prince], I would help visiting
students with their school projects.  When I came to
the U.S., I worked for 17 years for a small business,
but then they let me go.  That's when I started in at
Suitland High School as a substitute teacher for
foreign languages [Mr. Jean speaks Creole, French,



Spanish and English]. Then they moved me to
Fairmont High School as a substitute.  When the chair
of the foreign languages department saw me teaching,
she recommended me for a full-time position and I
stayed there for two years. 

I have a Bachelor's degree in Ethnopology and a
Master's degree in School Counseling.  Education is
something I like to do.  I'm curious, I always want to
learn, ask questions, talk to people, and find out
about different cultures.

As a member  of  the  Guidance department,  what  are
your  responsibilities ?

My main job as a guidance counselor is to motivate
students to reach their academic and social potential
and boost their confidence.  I want to help them to
be good citizens.  They can come to the guidance
department to share exciting events in their lives,
seek advice, share problems, and share joys.  We are
there to listen to them and talk to them.  As you
know, counseling is a long process.  It doesn't happen
in one day.  You may need to see the students over
and over, and keep saying the same thing. 

Once a boy came into my office and said, "A girl in my
class told me that I'm ugly.  "How do you feel about
that," I asked him.  "It hurts my feelings."  I said to
him, "Look in the mirror.  Do you think that you're
ugly?"  "No," he said.  "You have to know who you are
and find ways to be strong when other people try to
bring you down," I told him.  "Write four things you
should do when that girl tries to provoke you again."

The next day, the same student walked by my office
and said, "Mr. Jean!" - and he smiled and gave me a
thumbs-up.

Sweet Memories
By: Jodi Balis, FSNE Nutrition Educator and Project Leader

                                                                  
During the holiday season,
food finds its way into the
heart of nostalgia. 

Winter holiday food
traditions can range from



hearty desserts, a symbolic
side dish (hoppin' john, a
black eyed pea dish comes
to mind), succulent meat,
or, any recipe with a
family member's name tacked on to the front ("Auntie
T's sweet potato pie" or "Grandma Sophie's potatoes").

The mosaic of food tradition that surrounds Kwanza,
Christmas, Chanukah, Three Kings Day, New Year's,
and any other holiday I might be missing, are so
varied that I couldn't begin to choose one to
encompass them all. 

So my theme for this holiday recipe is: simple, sweet,
and classic. 

I have decided to share my great grandmother's sour
cream coffee cake. 
Partly because this cake is delicious and can fit into
any holiday menu. 
Partly because this recipe will never go out of style. 
And mainly because, after cooking for the holidays,
your pantry may be overflowing with most, if not all
of these ingredients. 

Great Grandma Rae's Sour cream coffee cake

Cake:
1 stick butter
1 cup sugar
2 eggs
1 cup sour cream
2 cups flour
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp vanilla
1/4 tsp salt

spicy mixture: 1/4 cup white sugar, 1/4 cup brown
sugar 1/2 cup finely chopped nuts, 2 TBS cocoa, and 
2 tsp cinnamon

Cream sugar and butter together. Add eggs. 
Add flour and rest of dry ingredients. Add sour cream.

Put 1/2 batter in greased tube pan, sprinkle all but 3
TBS of spicy mixture.
Pour rest of batter over this.  Add remaining 3 TBS of



spicy mixture to the top. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 40-45 minutes. 
Test with toothpick for doneness.
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